
Magical English Gardens - 2007 
 

A wonderful group of travelers joined the M&Ms in September 2007 for two weeks of glorious 

gardens, beautiful homes, fascinating cities, new friendships and lots of fun.   

 

We began our tour with three nights in Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.  It’s an M&M hallmark to 

try to stay at each location for three days if possible.  We like our groups to feel relaxed and to 

have time to explore, shop, and even unpack if they want to.  From our base in Tunbridge Wells, 

our daytrips included stops at Penshurst Place, Hever Castle, Sissinghurst Castle, and Great 

Dixter.     

 

      
 

Sissinghurst Castle Garden   Great Dixter 

 

From Tunbridge Wells it was on to our stay in Bath.  Enroute we stopped at the private garden at 

the Manor House in Upton Grey, an original Gertrude Jekyll garden brought back from near-

oblivion.  For many people this garden proved to be the highlight of our tour.  And for a change 

of pace, there was the landscape garden at Stourhead. 

 

     
 

    Manor House Garden   Stourhead 

 

Our time in Bath gave us a chance to visit a variety of gardens in Somerset, the beautiful 

Cathedral in Wells, and the city of Bath itself where we had a free day.  Folks went to a concert 

at the Bath Abbey, had tea at the Pump Room, shopped for miniatures or antiques, swam at one 



of the baths, or just explored this beautiful Georgian city.  (Martha and Mary provide lots of 

ideas and assistance for activities in each of the locations they visit.) 

 

             
 

Bath Abbey    Wells Cathedral 

 

From Bath we traveled into the Cotswolds for three nights in Charlecote.  We spent time in 

Stratford upon Avon and at the renowned Hidcote Manor Garden, as well as the charming town 

of Bourton-on-the-Water and the medieval castle at Kenilworth. 

 

             
 

     Hidcote Manor Garden                        Kenilworth Castle      

 

Then on to London for our last three nights, with a stop at Blenheim Palace on the way.  Our 

London itinerary took us to Kew Gardens, the Kensington Roof Garden, Hampton Court, and the 

Garden History Museum, and even allowed free time for folks to explore London on their own. 

 

A fabulous group, a wonderful driver, beautiful weather, a truly “Magical” tour. 

 

 


