
England in Miniature - 2012 
 
This was our first tour designed around a theme other than gardens.  We designed an itinerary that was full of 
sights and activities that would appeal to people who love dollhouses and miniatures and included two days 
at the fabulous Birmingham Miniatura Show as the final highlight of the tour. 
 
Our group of twenty participants was made up of previous M&M travelers, a large number of folks from the 
Midwest Miniature Guild, and others who loved the look of the itinerary for this 12 day tour to the English 
Lake District, York, Stratford-upon-Avon, and Birmingham. 
 
The arrival day activities in the Manchester area had not been publicized before the tour, as these two stops 
were the first of a number of “Surprises” that Martha and I had inserted into the itinerary.  Upon arriving in 
Manchester, we boarded our coach and headed for Little Moreton Hall, the perfect introduction to a tour 
which highlighted architecture and furnishings of many different periods and styles.  We also stopped at the 
lovely parish church of St. Mary’s, Astbury, where the rector gave us a tour that not only informed us about 
the features of the church, but keep us in stitches with his humor. 
 

     
        Little Moreton Hall, front                          Little Moreton Hall Garden              Window, St. Mary’s, Astbury 
 
Traveling north to our three-night stay at the George Hotel in Penrith, we stopped in Kendal and Bowness-on-
Windermere.  In Kendal, we visited the Abbot Hall gallery, with its collection of paintings by Lake District 
artists, and the Museum of Lakeland Life, which is a glorious hodge-podge of room settings and displays 
featuring the arts, crafts, and daily living artifacts from the area.  The beautiful Arts & Crafts era house, 
Blackwell, situated on the shore of Lake Windermere, was our second stop that day.   
 
We spent a full day seeing some of the Lake District’s most famous residences and scenery, starting with 
William Wordsworth’s home, Dove Cottage, in Grasmere.  While we were touring Dove Cottage, we sent our 
fabulous driver, Darren, to the famous Grasmere Gingerbread Shop for a gingerbread treat for the entire 
group.  Then on to Hawkshead, a wonderful town for walking and shopping, where we toured the Beatrix 
Potter Gallery and saw her original drawings for “The Tale of Peter Rabbit”.  After lunch in Hawkshead, it 
was on to Hill Top Farm, Beatrix Potter’s Lake District retreat, where we loved the house and gardens, 
chuckled at the rabbits living in the field, and purchased souvenirs in the shop.  The ride back to Penrith 
included the incredible scenery of the Kirkstone Pass and the road along Ullswater lake. 
 

      
         Dove Cottage, Grasmere                               Hill Top Farm    Sailboat on Ullswater 
 
All of the travelers, including the non-miniaturists, were amazed and delighted with the displays of miniature 
rooms, needlework, and other items at “A World in Miniature” in Carlisle.  These contemporary works of art 



were contrasted with an antique dolls house which we saw in the afternoon at the stately Dalemain House.  
The dolls house is normally closed, but was opened for our visit, a special treat. 
 
As we made our way across the dales to York, we stopped at the Bowes Museum in Barnard Castle to see their 
exquisite collection of decorative arts and have lunch.  Thirsk, and the James Herriot Centre, was our 
afternoon visit.  There we saw a film on the life of veterinarian James Herriot and the recreated 1940’s 
rooms where the Herriots lived. 
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The first of our days in York included free time in the morning for folks to explore the town and shop at the 
Miniature Scene shop.  In the afternoon, we headed to the home of York miniaturist Cliff H. for a gathering 
with members of the York Miniature Club.  What a wonderful time - new friends, good food, and a chance to 
see Cliff’s amazing output of miniature buildings and furnishings. 
 
The following day we made two stops to see rooms both small and grand.  In the morning we visited 
Nunnington Hall with its wonderful Carlisle collection of miniature rooms.  In addition to the miniature rooms 
we enjoyed seeing the Hall and the lovely gardens.  Then on to the huge Castle Howard with its over-the-top 
Baroque style and another glorious garden. 
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From York we headed south to Stratford-upon-Avon where we stayed for three nights, stopping en route at 
the marvelous Felley Priory Garden.  Many of the group attended a performance of “The Comedy of Errors” at 
the Royal Shakespeare Theatre on our first evening.  The next day we enjoyed a bus tour of Stratford with 
stops at Holy Trinity Church and Ann Hathaway’s Cottage.  That evening was the surprise dinner at the Three 
Ways Hotel in Mickelton where we participated in a private version of their famous “Pudding Club”.  Our 
delicious dinner was followed by FOUR different traditional English puddings (desserts), lots of laughter, and 
a vote for the most delicious pudding. 
 
Saturday was the day many had been waiting for -- the opening day of the Birmingham Miniatura Show.  
Everyone enjoyed the opportunity to see, and buy, miniatures from English and European craftspeople.  We 
returned to Birmingham on Sunday after a brief surprise stop at Kenilworth Castle to see the castle ruins and 
restored Elizabethan garden.  A last visit to Miniatura and then it was time for packing up for our return home 
on Monday.  All too short a trip, but a fabulous time was had by all. 
    


